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This thesis aims to look at the major considerations of the Thai Government in
demanding territories back from the French. And this thesis also looks at the importance of
these territories for Thailand both economically and politically during the years 1940-1948.

The thesis suggests that the idea of retrocession started during World War I,
around 1940, on account of the deterioration of French power in the area, the stability of
the Thai government and its stronger Armed Forces, and the desire to unify all Thai races
together, not to forget the emotions about loss of territory. Thailand used both diplomacy
and military prowess. However, this brought Thailand into conflict with French Indochina.
The outcome of this controversy after settlement by the dominant Japanese Power led to
Thailand regaining some territory. This retrocession led to “Luang Pibulsonggram” being
promoted to the rank of Field-Marshal. The regained land was later administratively divided
into four different provinces under the full control of the central government. The Thai
government tried very hard to develop these provinces with a number of projects starting
with education in the Thai Language. The development projects in these provinces went on
very slowing during the wartime but the provinces, however, benefited Thailand a lot. For
instance, the “Battambang” province was said to be one of the largest rice growing areas
for Thailand and the area was also used as a route to transfer troops and war supplies by
the Japanese Army during the war. After the end of World War I, the Thai government
inevitably had to return these regained provinces back to the French government in an
exchange for French recognition of Thailand as a member of the United Nations, and all
these conflicts finally ended in 1948.
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