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The purpose of this thesis is to study the irrpact of Brecht's drama on Thai contemporary
theatre, which appears  the forms of direct adoption of Brecht's plays and application of his
dramatic theory to Thai-style theatrical performance. The Crescent Moon Group is the case studied

this thesis.

To explore the unique characteristics of Brecht's drama and the overall view of the
performance of his dramatic works in Thai society, all of Brecht's Thai-language adaptations
performed in Thailand from 1976 to 2000 were studied. These are Ni Lae Lok (Die Ausnahme und
die Regel, 1976), Khon Di Thi Sezuan (Der Gute Mensch Von Sezuan, 1979), Opera Yachok
(Dreigroschen Oper, 1985), Galileo (Leben des Galilei, 1986), Mae Kha Songkhram (Mutter
Courage und ihre Kinder, 1987), Khon Thao Kap Khon (Mai Thao Kap Chang) (Mann ist Mann,
1995 and 2000).

The study shows that the suitability of the content of the plays for Thai political and social
contexts together with the search for and the experimentation with new-style drama for Thai society
are the important factors that account for Brecht's d'amatic influence on Thai contemporary theatre.
A significant product of this influence is the creation of Thai socio-political plays with new patterns
and styles different from those found in the already existing realistic drama. The impact of Brecht's
drama can be seen particularly in two theatrical works of the Cresent Moon Group, which belong to
two different types. The first one, Ni Lae Lok (Die Ausnahme und Regel) is a “western-content play”
which shows direct adoption of Brecht's text and his dramatic theory for performance in Thai society.
The play was a Thai-style translated version of Brecht's play, adapted to suit the Thai context. The
second one, Khu Phu Aphiwat (The Revolutionist), is a “Thai-content play,” with unique

characteristics created by the application of Brecht's epic drama theory to contemporary Thai

theatre.
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