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The objectives of this research were to study visual assessment method which was suitable for Ko
Samui and to recommend the improvement of its visual quality viewing from the main road. The research
was carried out by conducting an interview to assess its scenic quality via questionnaires based on 28
photographs representing all 17 units of the whole view from main road, with 150 samples of target group
consisting of local residents, domestic and foreign visitors, and local Bangkok residents from various
careers. The result of the interview was then compared with that of the assessment conducted by using
Visual Resource Management (VRM) method rating scores criteria of scenic quality developed by Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) of the United States and widely used in many Countries.

The analysis of the comparison indicated that the scenic quality assessment from both methods
were similar ; the photograph, whatever assessed by the interview, got the same category when assessed
by the VRM method. However, there were difference in the scores given to the same photograph, probably
due to different background, taste and preferences of people. Therefore, if VRM technique is to be applied
to Ko Samui, it needs to be adjusted the sensitivity of rating score criteria along with its definition in some
areas such as landform, color, scarcity and appearances. Moreover, the BLMS criteria should also
consider psychological and cultural modification issues, especially those concern with spiritual value or
symbolic aesthetic.

For the improvement of visual quality from the main road of Ko Samui, the result of the
(uestionnaires shown that its scenary was beautiful. However, with urban rehabilitation, reduction of man-
made intrusion, and application of art composition principle to the low scenic quality areas, the visual
quality from the main road of Ko Samui should be even more beautiful.
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