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This thesis analyzes the conditions that were conducive to the improvement in Thai-
Indian relations during the Chatchai Choonhavan administration, 1988-1991. It argues that
political and economic changes in the international system contributed to this improvement,
More specifically, it insists that the two important factors for the improvement in Thai-Indian
relations are (1) the waning of the Cold War and (2) the powerful spread of liberal capitalism
at the global level.

The study finds that these two factors helped foster closer ties hetween Thailand and
India during the said period. They influenced Thailand to link its economy with the
international economic system more intensively and pushed the Indian economy in the
liberal direction in accordance with global capitalism. They were the necessary conditions
for closer Thai-Indian relations.
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