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The objective of this thesis is to investigate the
phenomenon of the increased propagation and the influence
of Feng Shui in Bangkok during the Boom Years.

The methodology utilized for the research consists of
interviews and periodicals with an emphasis on the
utilization of Feng Shui during the era of the economic
Boom Years and the receding years in Bangkok.

‘Memetics' is a new theory, which proposes that there
are 'memes’, which are basic cultural units, comparable to
the genes in that they are self-replicating. These memes
could then explain cultural phenomena. This theory will be
the major theory used in the thesis.

The findings of this study reveal that the use of Feng
Shui in Bangkok has tremendously changed from its
traditional role in Thailand to a more materialistic and
psychological roles during and after the Boom Years. In
other words, the Feng shui meme, which before the economic
boom had lied dormant, spread vigorously during the Boom
Years and after. A reason is that the frenzy of the Boom
Years made the population more susceptible to the Feng Shui
meme, and that the population found it an easy way to get
what they want. The thesis helps US understand more about
the culture of contemporary Thai society, which seems to be
both traditional and modern at the same time,
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NOTES

The term Feng Shui is widely used with the phonetic
pronunciation from the Putong hua (Mandarin). In Thailand,
it is pronounced more often in the Chiu Chow dialect but
there are many ways of pronouncing and spelling the term,
In this thesis the term is spelled "Feng Shui™ as it s

commonly used.

This thesis is mainly based on the English books,
articles and other sources of information. Likewise, the
interviews were conducted in English or in conjunction with

an interpreter translating Thai to English and vice versa.
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