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NARIN SAMPATTANAVORACHAI : THE UN’S ROLE IN THE CONGO CRISIS
(1960-1964). THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. PRATHOOMPORN VAJRASTHIRA,
150 pp. ISBN 974-53-1950-3.

This thesis attempts to study the roles of the United Nations Operation in the Congo “ONUC”
during the Congo crisis in 1960-1964. Significant factors that caused some problems during the
peacekeeping operation were investigated. Theory of imperialism was employed as the theoretical
framework of this study. It was hypothesized that the United Nations Operation in the Congo had
encountered many problems owing to a remnant of imperialism and a conflict between great powers in
a hipolar world.

The investigation found out that the peacekeeping operation led by the UN in Congo was
facing with many problems hecause Belgium and other countries especially US. and Former Soviet
wanted to preserve and quest for their interests in the Congo’s turbulence. These factors had brought
the UN. to cope with four ensuring problems. Firstly, the intervention in Congo’s internal affairs by
many countries especially several European powers. Secondly, the resolutions issued by the UN were
not applicable since many countries expected to gain interest from this crisis by lobbying in the UN.
Thirdly, UN. decided to allow “ONUC” to defend itself in order to stop the unrest in Katanga. And
fourthly, UN. was facing with financial problems as some countries such as France and Former Soviet
refused to sponsor “ONUC”.
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