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Abstract

The is a study of changing land and labour utilization in two rural communities in Ayutthaya Province
It presents a comparative analysis of the land and labour utilization situation and its impact on the income of the
people in the village communities of Khayai and Thabnam. Both villages are located near the Asian Highway in
Bang-Pahan District. Its objective is to analyze changes in land use and labour utilization in agricultural and
non-agricultural activities over the past twenty years, comparing available data collected in the two communities in
1970 by the CUSRI and the data collected recently in 1990. The study analyses the lablour situation, agricultural and
non-agricultural income, and derives policy implications for rural development.

The results of the study indicates that the area of iand utilized for agricultural purpose has decreased in this
interval. The size ::)f farm holdings has been getting smaller as a result of increasing sale of farm land and decreasing
land :er;tal. It follows that the share of agriculture in the situation of the total land of the communities is smaller than
it was. It follows furthermore that the size of individual household farm holdings has been getting smaller. The main
source of income has become non-agricultural employment as opportunities to engage in it have increased. Changes
in land and labour utilization which had an impact on household income have been affected by the improved
communication and the expanded industrial activities in and outsise of the communities. There has been a decrease in
the number of farmers and, at the same time, an increase in the number of workers in newly established factories.
The sale of land from 1969 to 1989 had an effect on the status of landholging of farmers. Some changed to non-farm
occupations. Some operated holdings of smaller size. Some finally became part-owners, having to rent in some land
to increase the size of their holding. During the past ten years, none of the farmers who sold their land continued on
as tenant farmers on rented land only. This implies that the farmers of the Central Region who have given up their
land are not likely to become tenant farmers. Instead, they can adapt themselves to the situation of gradual change
towards a semi-agricultural and industrial society.

The study recommends that government agencies pay more attention to making policies and planning
provincial development projects that focus on the prefit maximization of agricultural land use and the preparation of a

new generation of workers for the expansion of industrial activities in the provincial area
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