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Project Tille Phayao Under Globalalization and Localization : One Tambon
One Product and Tourism.
Name of the Investigators Associate Professor Preecha Kuwinpant, Ph.D

Ycar July 2004.

Abstract

Waler hyacinth fiber products of Ban San Pa Muong is under the One Tambon One
Product (OTOP) scheme of Phayao Province. The success of the San Pa Muong hyacinth
production group is atributable to the co-operation among villagers under the supervision of a
prominent and charismatic female leader, and also derived from the major supports from relevant
government agencies. The success must be perceived in the wider context of the promotion and
development on tourism of the province with which tourism around the Kwan Phayao (Phayao
natural public pond) in the heartland of the city and the surrounding rural village communities are
involved. The weaving of hyacinth fiber generates extra income and ephances the women’s role
in the community. This indeed helps kindle the group spirit among members of the family and
community, and further strengthens the people’s love of their homeland and the pride of their
products made upon local wisdom.

Phayao is a small province located in the Upper Northern region. Jts history can be
traced as far back as the Sukhothai and Chiangmai Kingdoms. Phayao possesses many natural
attractive siles popular for tourism. At present, the sense of localization and conservatism of the
Phayao people has protected Phayao not to be fully exploited from outside capitalism,
Consummerism has not reached Phayao to the point that peaceful and simple life of the people is
disturbed. Big scheme projects on the development and promotion of tourism may in the future
introduce new elemems that would make Phayao losc its present chanms and local identity.
Indeed, conflicts be(ween the “progress™ and the “conservative” or between state and people have
occurred for a certain period. Development and promotion of tourism and OTOP scheme has 1o
be examined under the global forces within three dimensions of human-nature, i.e. the economic,
the social and the cultural or the moral man. Balancing between these three dimensions within
onc’s own self and the communily in any development schemes, has to be closely observed. The
future of Phayao Province is nonctheless rested in the hands of its agencies and the people

themsclves in order to choose and make decision.
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