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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the roles of the
aged in Thai, society toward the family aid public as perceived by

youth and the aged in Bangkok Metropolis.

The Sample of the research comprised of two groups 400 youth
(15-24 years old) and 303 aged people (60-74 years old) in Bangkok

Metropolis, by using the multi stage random sampling method.

The research instrument was a questionnaire developed by the
researcher. The content of questionnaire classified in two catagories
role and status of the aged in family and in public. The subjects
were requested to rate the questiounaire on 3 - level rating scale.
The questionnaire was validated by the expert. Five research
assistants were used to help in data collectiou for interviewing the
aged group. As for the youth subjects they were requested to fill the
questionnaire by themselves. Reliability among the pairs interviewer

was .9943. The statistical analysis, SPSS pragram has been applied.



FINDINGS

It is reported that the youth sample being educationed in
various levels i.e. secondary, vocational and bachaler degree
respectively.  Most of them are pleased to spend their daily lives
with the aged like their parents and / or senior relatives. On the
other hand, most of the selected aged people live with their spouse.
Being from the oprimary school, they have earned their living on
business and majority diliberately vretired at the age of 60.
Nevertheless, 30% still have to continue work for living. Most of the
aged are reported to be household head or senior relatives of the
family. Most of them have- good health and fairly good economics

status, and they seems to spend their lives happily.

The significant findings about the role of the aged are as

following

1. Roles of the aged towards the family as perceived by youth
and the aged are quite similar. The similarities are included the role
of being friendly helpful spouse, the role of being husband and wife
considerable sex is not the primary need, role of being mother and
father suggestive, consultative and respectable to the children and
also the role of being senior people in the family responsible in the
task concerned. The economics role in family, however, seems not clear
regarding the youth but for the aged perception, the aged can reduce

the family expenses by being economized.



2. Roles of the aged towards the public as perceived by youth
and the aged are also similar. The similarities are included the role
of being the leaders, the role of being a transmission of knowledge in
traditional ceremonies, and cultures, the role of being good buddhist,
the role of being consultant solicitous to the public occupation
promotion and thr role of being good member of the public pursuant to
the donations or public's activities. However, it seems that the aged

are not influential for makeing political change to the public.
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