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ABSTRACT

The purpose Of this thesis is @ study the form and meaning
of the reduplicative adverbs and adjectives in the Songkhla dialect
and to classify them accordingly. These reduplicatives can be
divided according to the number of syllables into two main groups:
those with two syllables and those with more than two syllables.

Each of these two groups is further divided according to the syllable
structure into three subgroups: reduplicatives which differ in
stress pattern; reduplicatives with the Cj 2 2 t syllable; and
reduplicatives which differ in consonant, vowel, tone or a combination

of any two of these.

The study of meaning of reduplicatives shows that reduplicatives
can be of two main types: reduplicatives with lexical meaning and
reduplicatives with no lexical meaning. Reduplicatives of the former
type derive their lexical meaning from the internal components of the
words themselves, either from the meaning of the head unit of the word

or from a particular sound pattern. Reduplicatives with a head unit show

intensification or alleviation of the meaning of the head unit. Meaning

of reduplicatives without a head unit is derivable from sound symbolism.



As for reduplicatives with lexical meaing, they occur only
as modifiers of verb functioning as the head of a verb phrase
construction. The meaning of the reduplicatives then is derived
from the head word. There are 2 subtypes reduplicatives modifying
state or process verbs and reduplicatives modifying action verbs.
Although these reduplicatives derive their meaning from the head verb,
they in turn have some effect on the meaning of the verb itself.

The former subtype intensifies the meaning of the verb whereas the

latter subtype clarifies how the action is performed.
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