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ABSTRACT

When King Rama Il ascended the tnrone as the second

king of the Chakri Dynasty, there were considerable internal

and external conflicts» However, he was able to cope

with the situation and to rule the country peacefully. During his
reign, the country did not have to fight big wars against any
neighbouring countries as she did before, and the economy
flourished. The reasons for his success and the strategy he used

were of special interest to this researcher

The main purpose of this thesis is to investigate the
factors that influenced the determination of the policy, the
objectives, the methods and the consequences of the policies of

King Rama II.

The results of the research show that two factors influ
enced his determination of political strategy i.e., his youthful
experiences and the political situation during that period.

His policy was twofold: 1) to reinforce the stability of the

monarchical institution and to maintain peace in his realm, and 2)



to establish foreign relationships for the security of the

kingdom.

In pursuing the first objective, he controlled the
authority of his relatives and nobles by maintaining a balance
of power. He also revised social regulations for his people and
tried to suggest norms of social behavior through religion,
literature, and drama. This resulted in a strengthening of the
monarchy under the Chakri Dynasty. The kings subjects enjoyed

a better life.

To achieve the second objective, he made an effort to
retain power over Siam' ‘tributary states. The country was at
peace, secure, and in a state of military preparedness. King Rama
Il established friendly relations with neighbouring and western
countries for the security of the kingdom e.g._, bought fire-arms,
sought intelligence about foreign affairs, and extended trade to
increase the state  income. He used the money for expenditure
to stabilize national security and to increase prosperity in all

aspects.

It can be stated that King Rama 11" conduct of politics
was one of the important factors which made his reign peaceful,
strengthened the monarchical institution, made the kingdom stable,

and kept the economy and literature flourishing.
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