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Abstract v

Somdet Chao Phraya Borom Maha Srisuriya Wongse (Chuang Bunnag)
was the most significant person in Thai political and governmental
history in the nineteenth century. Therefore, study of his
political thought and role is of great importance.

The research reveals that Somdet Chao Phrya, the son of a
high ranking government offical, first became an officer during
the reign of King Rama Il and gained an eminent role in Thai
politics during the reign of King Rama I11, His influence
gradually increased, peaking at the beginning of the reign of
King Rama V when he was appointed a Regent, After his retirement,
he was still occasionally active in solving problems for the
government until the last year of his life.

His political activities and behavffrur were formed by his
policy and desire to succeed his father as a politically powerful



figure, but that he primarily sought public benefit, not private
gain. He worked to insure the stability and liberty of his
country at a time it was being threatened by Western imperialism»
It can be said that his political policy, desire and roleo
played essential role in maintaining Thailand's independence and
contributed to the progress of the country, both during his
lifetime and afterward»

The analysis and interpretation of the political policy,
desires and roles of Somdet Chao Phraya reveal that his political
thought was to appreciate and accept the traditional political
structure which gave him an advantage in  gaining power»
However, he could adapt himself to changing situations in order
to protect the country' interests and stability

His characteristics included rationality, awareness, clear
judgement and a confirmed belief in tradition. However, despite
his desire to maintain Thai institutions and methods, he can be
categorized as a "practical" conservative because he was willing
to make changes and modifications when they seemed necessary.
Therefore, he became an advocate of modernization during the
reigns of Rama Il and Rama IV, seeing that Western progress was
Thailand's best defense against Western imperialism.

In the reign of Rama V, as Somdet Chao Phraya was of a
generation firmly attached to traditional Thai beliefs and
values, he had political conflict v/ith members of a younger
generation who were, in contrast, attuned to Western political



thought and ideals» However because of his rationality, awareness
of national interest and pragmaticism, he could compromise with
member of a younger generation soon. It proved to be of great
value to the country»

Somdet Chao Phraya’s character was shaped by a socialization
process in which his father, his family and Buddhism were the
most significant influences» It was through this process that
he developed his memory, personality, ability, and talents»
Pragmatic, but also strongly attached to certain social values,
he emerged as the most respected and admired political leader
of nineteenth century Thailand»
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