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เท re c e n t years, th e re  a re  sev e ra l new  im portan t p h e n o m e n a  co n ce rn in g  th e  field of 
traditional m ed ic ine  a t various levels in Thai soc ie ty  th a t cou ld  hav e  sh ifted  th e  p a rad ig m  in 
th e  field of health  c a re  an d  treatm ent. This re se a rc h  will p rov ide  an  opportunity  to  ex p lo re  
a n d  bring to  light th e  situation of traditional m ed ic ine  an d  its im p ac ts  to th e  u rban  m iddle- 
c la s s  p e o p le  เท B angkok a n d  Thai soc ie ty

T he c a s e  s tu d y  of C h in ese  M edicine P h arm acy  in B angkok is m a d e  for re fe ren c e s  a n d  
p o ss ib le  c o n tra s ts  เท p e rsp e c tiv e s  from th e  key inform ants sp ec ia liz in g  on th e  traditional 
m ed ic in e  during  th e  pre-history  to w ard s  th e  y e a r  1993. T h ere  will a lso  b e  situation analysis 
of th e  "M iddle-C lass” a n d  th e  “B an g k o k ian s” a s  well a s  th e  definitions of traditional 
m ed ic in e  by focu sin g  on th e  in s tan ce  of traditional m ed ic ine  u se  in Thai S ocie ty  a n d  th e  
fac to rs  a s s o c ia te d  with su ch  “u s e ” a n d  “n o n -u se ” of traditional m edicine.

Traditional m ed ic ine  h a s  in d e e d  e n te re d  a  new  “e r a ” w h e re  p re se n t-d a y  c o n c e p ts  of 
traditional m ed ic ine  c o m e  from oid a n d  traditional texts, d e riv ed  a n d  a d a p te d  for th e  
m o d em  d a y  use . It is certa in ly  a  w ay of a n d  ล part of e v en / d a y  life th a t h a s  p o ssib ly  “re- 
e m e rg e d ' after th e  rise-and-fail of traditional m ed ic ine  in Thai society.
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