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# # 6080160522 : MAJOR THAI

KEYWORD: DETECTIVE STORIES, PHUMRAK PHANSING, WIN LYOVARIN, SOCIAL CRITIQUE
Supitchaya Khattiyamarn : DETECTIVE STORIES AS A SOCIAL CRITIQUE: A CASE STUDY OF
WIN  LYOVARIN'S PHUMRAK PHANSING  SERIES. Advisor: Asst. Prof. NAMPHUENG
PADAMALANGULA, Ph.D.

This thesis aims to explore the techniques in making the Win Lyovarin’s Phumrak
Phansing detective series. It also aims to analyze social criticism of said detective series. The texts that
will be studied in this thesis include 4 short stories, which are Khattakamklangthale,
Khadiphinangtakhien, Khadilakhonchaochu, and Khadisoplonghon, and 5 novels which are
Khattakamchackkarasi, Khadichetphae, Khadinonniyai, Khadisam-ngao, and Khattakamkulabdam.

From research it is found that Win Lyovarin’s Phumrak Phansing detective series are
detective stories that include a mixture of 2 types of authorship, which are short stories and novels, in
one series. In the series, there are investigative storylines that include essences of both classic
detective stories and adventure detective stories. The overall storyline is comprised of a main
storyline and secondary storyline, that are connect with each other in a reasonable way. The main
character has been created as a country detective who is unique and quirky. The author focuses on
concise descriptions of scenes, uses a variety of title naming strategies and connects them to the
case, has a sequential and realistic investigative process, as well as adds a comedic element to create

a different atmosphere to typical detective stories.

The authors techniques in creating the detective series Phumrak Phansing, are
techniques that help to introduce sociocritical ideas on various topics, whether it be political criticism,
criticism of social violence, the ineffectiveness of the legal and investigative system, the decline of
religion and morality, the exclusion of marginalised groups, the presentation of inequality issues,
criticism of the media industry, criticism of environmental issues, and criticism of individual body
liberties and rights. Studying the creation of detective stories and social commentary in this series,

conveys the use of crime fiction as a space to present social topics creatively and ingeniously.

Field of Study: Thai Student's Signature .......cocceeeieiennen.

Academic Year: 2020 Advisor's Signature .......cccoeveieiennne
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2.1.2.1 Detective Story

soad WwosHu (Ross Murfin) Wag guU3e 158 (SupryiaRay) lalir1leuves
A1 “Detective Story” Tunilsda The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms

A

* Anfina asaatuus (Ussanndnig), "Jurednunisduany,” i 86-102.
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“A type of fiction featuring a crime (in most cases,
a murder) that is solved by the protagonist, a detective
through the use of deductive reasoning from a series of
clues. Characterization, setting, and description have often
taken a backseat in detective fiction to the twists and
turns of the plot, in which clues and ‘red herrings’ alike
are introduced to the reader as the detective comes

across them”*

a o v

JaAUTNAUIRANNLIEYBY “Detective Story” AatuLisaRUsEIANATaNAgINY

v o

= ! [ N v o A & v A < a
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wona1nlE. §a9lgatuu (C. Hugh Holman) 39101599 TMNTTULAY
Unidguynmesiulaliaifenuuesandn “Detective Story” Tunilsde A Handbook to

Literature 1A

“A novel or short story in which a crime, usually
a murder-—- the identity of the perpetrator unknown-- is

solved by a detective through a logical assembling and

interpretation of palpable evidence, known as clues”’
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¢ Murfin, R., C,, and Ray, S., M., The Bedford glossary of critical and literary terms, 3rd ed., (Bedford/St.
Martin's, 2009), p. 102-103.

® Holman, C., H., A Handbook to Literature, 6th ed., (New York: Macmillan, 1992), p. 151.
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Deviance in Contemporary Crime Fiction 11

“Those stories which involve the detection of
(most usually) a murderer, regardless of whether the

detecting is being done by a police officer, a private
detective, or someone else”®
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6 Gregoriou, C., Deviance in contemporary crime fiction (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007), p. 132.

" srdadineaany, "Auany,’ [eoulay]. wnasiiun: https://dictionary.orst.go.th/ [1 nsn AU 2564]
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“The term ‘Hard-boiled’, meaning ‘tough’ or

‘shrewd’, came to describe the hero of a type of detective
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fiction that developed in the United States in the interwar
period. It is John Daly’s Race Williams who is generally
acknowledged as the first hard-boiled detective hero.
Williams is large, tough, violent man, and is clearly the

prototype for many hard-boiled heroes.”?®
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“In postmodern fiction coincidence, overlapping
accounts, indeterminacy are the plot motifs and parody,
irony and inconsequence are technical tools to dislodge

the idea of a single knowing and moralising subject,

*® Scaggs, J., Crime fiction (London: Routledge, 2005), p. 55.
z Scaggs, J., Crime fiction, p. 85-87. and Knight, S., T., Crime fiction, 1800-2000 : detection, death,

diversity (Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), p. 153-157.
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operating in ordered time and with purposive function.
Playfulness is part of the seriousness in postmodernity and
crime fiction has long accommodated literary parodies and
self-aware extrarationality like the Detection Club: it may

be that postmodern crime fiction has, implicity”?®
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The Cambridge Companion to Crime Fiction 11

“The spy story is close but distinct variation on the
tale of detection with the difference that there is no
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therefore, unlike Todorov’s ideally detached detective, is

implicated the very processes he is investigating”
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