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# # 6280124524 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: Kaliningrad, Offensive Realism, Russia, NATO, Security Policy
Sirichai Jantawong : Kaliningrad and security policies of Russia and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) : changes after NATO enlargement in 2004. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. SUPAMIT
PITIPAT, Ph.D.

This independent study examines changes in security policies of Russia and NATO on Kaliningrad
after the 2004 NATO enlargement to show limitations of John J. Mearsheimer’s offensive realism. After the
three Baltic States gained independence from the Soviet Union in 1990-91 and then joined NATO in 2004,
Kaliningrad, the only iced-free port on Russian coast of the Baltic Sea, has become a semi-enclave area and

cause for concern for Russian security ever since.

The study argues that offensive realism has limitations in accounting for security policies taken by
Russia and NATO towards Kaliningrad. According to Mearsheimer’s proposal, the best security policy for a great
power in international anarchy is to maximize its own power and to minimize the power of the rival, using all
available means to weakening its power base and influence. However, both Russia and NATO’s security
policies towards Kaliningrad reveal limitations of Mearsheimer’s offensive realism in at least 4 points. First,
security, rather than being the hegemony, is the primary goal of states in international anarchy. States use
different means to defend themselves and power maximization is neither the best nor the necessary strategy
to strengthen their security in anarchy. Second, based on Mearsheimer’s own assumption of states as rational
actors, the case study finds that Russia and NATO’s European member states are both aware of the real
possibility of dangerous security dilemma detrimental to the security interests of all sides if one or the other
chooses aggressive and provoking policy on Kaliningrad. They are also aware of mutual interests for both sides
to gain from cooperation in many issue - areas. Third, even if there might be some advocacy for offensive
strategies as prescribed by Mearsheimer’s theory, that policy position did not gain consensus ; and the policy
process of each country comprises of a variety of interests and a number of strategic ideas, other than
militarily aggressive ones, to pursue and defend those interest. Forth, to reduce the severity of anarchy in
worsening the security dilemma in the Baltic, NATO and EU member states choose development cooperation
as the major policy platform to enlarge areas of cooperation with Russia, with expectation to turn Kaliningrad

and the Baltic Sea to be areas of mutual interests for both sides.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......ccocoevevverineens
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33 Marc Bennet, “ Kaliningrad: the Russian exclave with a taste for Europe,” The Guardian, May 31, 2018,
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2018/may/31/kaliningrad-the-russian-enclave-with-a-taste-for-europe
(accessed on July 30, 2021).

3% “Kaliningrad Region.”
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Europe at the height of Nazi
German domination, 1941-1342
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»
Faroe Islands
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