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# # 6280132524 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: US Grand Strategy, Military Preponderance, Alliance Assurance and
Containment, Cobra Gold, Rise of China
Suwit Thithong : Cobra Gold Joint-Combined Military Exercise as an
Instrument of US Grand Strategy. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Kalaya Chareonying,
Ph.D.

This independent study aims to explore the utilities of the Joint-
Combined Military Exercise Cobra Gold which is annually held by the United States
of America and Thailand. The exercise has been a trademark of Thai-US military
cooperation for nearly forty years. Not limited to both Armed Forces to train
together to reach their maximum interoperability, the exercise has expanded from
bilateral to multilateral with 27 nations joining the exercise each year. The
exercise, however, has become a center of debate when the Thai Armed Forces
staged a military coup in 2006 and 2014. While the US enjoys the benefit from the
exercise militarily and diplomatically, it has the reputation as the leader and
supporter of democracy and liberal values to uphold. Therefore, it was a dilemma
for the US administration to decide whether the exercise should be continued or
suspended. The paper argues that the US continued the Cobra Gold military
exercise because of the necessity to maintain US grand strategy in terms of military
preponderance and alliance assurance and containment, especially under the

context of rising China as a competitive power challenging the US primacy.
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' R.D. Hooker Jr, The Grand Strategy of the United States (National Defense University, Fort
McNair, DC Institute for National Strategic Studies, 2014), 1.

" Hooker Jr, The Grand Strategy of the United States, 14.

'® Hooker Jr, The Grand Strategy of the United States, 19.
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policy establishment," International Security 42.04 (2018): 9.
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“ Barry R. Posen, "Command of the commons: the military foundation of US hegemony,"
International Security 28.1 (2003): 8.

2 "Explained: The US military's global footprint," TRTWORLD, 2021, accessed 7 July, 2021,
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/explained-the-us-military-s-global-footprint-45029.

“ Kathleen Mclnnis, Defense Primer: Commanding U.S. Military Operations, Congressional
Research Service (2020), https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF10542/8.

2 9INMINUMUITTUNTIUNUTANTFDIFNT1MUN alliance 989N strategic partners Tagld
ausdrynusiivun Faluansinudil Ariniusiing wneds wusinsmams FiflaSdyanduay

JuAIRN N



11

a o

nsilfeAnAMTINAY (Common threats) WagilawSdya13093u (Treaty) Bslddmiududu

AR}

v s 1

A0UAMAIINFUNUTIENINEANTTOUTNY AUUIEINARI 9 NIUAIULUINIINITANTEY
wmgsenansvetanigowsnty usiinsiinnudAgyluguzluniodielunisduduag

Jasiudeanauseanszoisn dauwimsiinanlasumsimndinsallagdngnsmans

[
v v

MAedouuIN1eIN13TUEYsla (Restraint) Inguesdn Wusing laganizeg19gimdea
< & % o a v £ ~ o o
asnudu WuawnnanizewsnidesduildosavdszunaunimmsiunisSudseiu
Q:I 24 4{ . 1% 14 124 U b4 a 4 v a dl a 1
AU uAI* 9 Mira Rapp-Hooper Lalaugad1 uaseuad ssvuwusiingiiod

Uszaumudnieegndslunistesiudeanauldiidandisnunuvesansgowsni was

(%
Y o [

sulszanadung nualuAun159nRIgILTIMKEaE N3NNI TVOIENS FOINTNIAY
gnsansnistesiuunni (Forward defense) &smauausinisysganududanimms

YDIANIFOTNINUNIANTUNENSANEAN TS

dmsuszuuiusiinsiansgosniasidhilugaasnsiuduiu liisaunazagli
ansgosnaiunsasniugnsmaninistesiuannin lnedredugiuiniazaddises

o [

A9A5 (War reserve stockpile) ¥ilfansgasnianunsadnnisiuainusiuasdugiinie
uaniinsvasmuies Wusinsmaridslidudiemdornauszauazidmmsluasasa
firiuan Lty szuuusiinsfesatuayuansgousnimienmaystunn 9 Useiiu
Tunsidlossgninszimadndae® egrdlsfnuvdsaindugaasasuiby Soanawld
Wasuulassuuuuanidudusnansdilallesy uarmsunsnszaevesunietionisienisie
ﬁﬂﬁam%’gam%mﬁmmﬁmmaﬂ’uaﬁmsﬁmn%uuaﬂmﬁammau p9ANSaUSAy 1 Uoiu
wanuauinuile (North Atlantic Treaty Organization: NATO) uasia3evnessuuiusiingd

o a v < 1y a a = . a v <
ansgouismlnasuuduiusiinsuuunini@ (San Francisco system) lueidelanangundy

seuuWusinsnilan desauleduansgawsnilunisiuliedudennatuuuulndigu

* Stefan Bergsmann, "The Concept of Military Alliance," in Small States and Alliances (Physica,
Heidelberg: 2001), 28.

» Rapp-Hooper, Shields of the Republic: the Triumph and Peril of America's Alliances, 9.

% Rapp-Hooper, Shields of the Republic: the Triumph and Peril of America's Alliances, 82.
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T Michael Wesley, "Global Allies in a Changing World," in Global Allies: Comparing US Alliances in
the 21st Century (ANU Press, 2017), 1.

% Rapp-Hooper, Shields of the Republic: the Triumph and Peril of America's Alliances, 185.

» "Taking Stock of US Military Alliances in Asia," Global Asia, 2017, accessed 3 August 2021,
https://www.globalasia.org/v12nod/cover/taking-stock-of-us-military-alliances-in-asia_robert-

thomas.
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*0 "COLT-Cobra Gold 2020," @UaNWIIHIULLA, 2020, accessed 8 July, 2021,
https://www.llpch.news/2020/02/27/41508/.

3 nagudilnas 2020' 133 25 N MVNg 29 Useine 1Whsauntn 9 Wuune," Uszanln, 2563, accessed 8
A.A., 2564, https://prachatai.com/journal/2020/02/86361.

*2"slam in Southeast Asia: What should US policymakers know?," Policy Bulletin (2004): 2,

https://stanleycenter.org/publications/pdb/SEAdO4pb.pdf.
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*> Elmer B. Staats, Improving the Effectiveness of Joint Military Exercises--An Important Tool For
Military Readiness, Comptroller General of the United States (U.S.Government Accountability
Office, 1979), 2, https://www.gao.gov/products/\cd-80-2.

* "Exercise - Indo-Pacific Command," Global Security accessed 8 July, 2021,
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/ops/ex-pacom.htm.

* Zawacki, Thailand : Shifting Ground between the US and a Rising China, 97.
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https://apnews.com/article/c00b60625587f93d3d87536fedfabe32.

*" Bernhardt, "The Causes and Consequences of Joint Military " 7.
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* Joaquin F. Malavet and Parinya Khoonnasee, Response for request to become full participant
in exercise, (Bangkok: Royal Thai Armed Forces, 2018).
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