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# # 6073807925 : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE
KEYWORD: Buddhist architecture Theravada-Mahadyana-Vajarayana virtues—concentration—
wisdom sacred place
Punjaphut Thirathamrongwee : A STUDY OF THE PRINCIPLES FOR CREATING BUDDHIST
SACRED PLACES FROM THREE MAJOR SECTS. Advisor: WONCHAI MONGKOLPRADIT,
Ph.D.

This dissertation aims to study the principles of creating Buddhist sacred places of the three
leading sects, namely Theravdda, Mahdyana, and Vajarayana, which are based on the teachings of the
Lord Buddha that enable Buddhists to follow practices regarding the Noble Eightfold Path to attain the
Buddha Dharma. As a qualitative and correlational research, this research analyzed Buddhist teaching
approaches and focuses on the practices as well as activities and traditions that vary among the sects
although they have the same Buddha Dharma as their ultimate goal. Despite their diverse forms, the
sacred places of all the sects are similar, with the allocation of space that facilitates the hierarchical
development of the mind. The results of this research uncovered the principles of creating the Noble Path
Places and can be concluded into significant points. The sacred place must consist of the principle of the
mind or the vision of wisdom, as the principal goal, at the center and the surrounding areas are like a
series of hollow spheres extending from the center resembling hierarchical access to wisdom or
enlightenment. These architectural features create peace within the mind and control one’s perception of
the phenomenon of surrounding nature dynamics. The elements of the architectural places exquisitely
designed from the outside gradually appear in a hierarchy and are supremely refined at the center, hence
representing the mind of brilliant wisdom, the state of mind entering Buddhahood and pureness. As a
result, the Noble Eightfold Path places are the sacred places that contribute to the prosperity of the
universe of life following the natural way and the Middle Way. They enable people to recognize the value
of a way of life following the Precepts, Concentration, and Wisdom, appreciate happiness and peace that
depend on causes and conditions, live a life free from suffering, and attain wisdom, cheerfulness, and the

fullness of life.

Field of Study: Architecture Student's Signature .........cccceeeviiiieenins

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature .........cccccceeeviieeenns
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fu1nN: Andrea Brodbeck waz Peter Nebel, view inside the Kalacakra Mandala palace,

T Martin Brauen, Mandala: Sacred Circle in Tibetan Buddhism (2552).
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*3 Robert Beer, The Encyclopedia of Tibetan Symbols and Motifs.
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