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# # 6280002624 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD: President Rodrigo Duterte, Philippine Foreign Policy
Kamolrat Sukito : Philippine Foreign Policy towards China under President
Rodrigo Duterte during 2016-2021: Continuity and Change. Advisor: Assoc. Prof.
CHOOKIAT PANASPORNPRASIT, Ph.D.

This Individual Study (IS) aims to study the thoughts of Philippine president
who formulates foreign policy-maker in order both to balance national security and
national interest, and to understand the international political context in Southeast Asia.
This IS focuses on the reasons behind President Rodrigo Duterte’s foreign policy shift
from confrontation to compromise during 2016-2021. This IS is a qualitative research,
focusing on analyzing relevant academic documents, research papers, and news reports
in various media. By consulting Valerie Hudson’s concept of ‘The Political Psychology of
World Leaders’ which explains how political leaders’ behavioral psychological responses
effecting policy decision-making, this IS finds that Duterte has changed his stance on
foreign policy towards China on several occasions. Starting with re-establishment of
cordial and friendly relations with China, then continuing both to seeking benefits and
reducing tension over maritime dispute with China, he keeps constant distance from the
US. He still insists that the Philippines would not accept any action by China to cross the
line of its maritime rights. Duterte’s political thought stems from his nationalist ideas and
perception of personal experience of the Philippines’ foreign situation. He interprets all
information to make authoritative decision on foreign policy by identifying himself with
the role and desired status. He also selects a set of goals and mode of action to achieve
his own satisfaction in order to convince the Filipinos to accept his foreign policy

towards China as being appropriate and justified under his leadership.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......ccccovveerrienenne.

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature ........ccooeeverieenee.
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“THE Constitution has mandated that this country “shall pursue an independent
foreign policy”. In its relations with other states, the paramount consideration
shall be: national sovereignty, territorial integrity, national interest and the right to

self-determination.”
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