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# # 6380033124 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD:  Geopolitical Tourism, Geopolitical, Tourism, Ladakh, India, China
Chompoonut Khotchaso : GEOPOLITICAL TOURISM: A STUDY OF LADAKH.

Advisor: Dr. BHANUBHATRA JITTIANG

Ladakh is a city in Northern India surrounded by valleys and mountains but has been
mired in the international political conflict between India and neighboring China and Pakistan.
China, in particular, has long disputed with India and attempted to claim certain parts of Ladakh
territories, citing historical reasons. To take a full claim over the territories, the Indian
governments under Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Manmohan Singh, and Narendra Modi

have used tourism to consolidate power over the disputed land.

The advantage of tourism is that it will contribute to the development of local
infrastructures, including public utilities, transportation, education, and the growth of the
economy and local people’s living conditions. India benefits from Ladakh’s rich in stunning
natural resources and attractive unique culture that draw tourists to the area, making it a more

well-known tourist destination that most people had not heard of before.

India's strategic tourist actions demonstrate India’s sovereign right over investment
and development policies in the disputed area. It also emphasizes India’s borders and territory
at the global level that tourists must travel only through India to visit Ladakh. Ladakh’s status
as a well-known and vital tourist destination eventually affected China, making the Chinese
government more cautious in implementing policies on the China-India border. If China takes a
risky and aggressive stance, the world will condemn it as invading other countries' territories and
Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .........cccceeeeereennnnnne.

Academic Year: 2021 Advisor's Signature ..........cccceeeveeeveennnns
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U .61, 2008 Sruautinviesiioddeglundnviluausiod usludisd a.a. 2017 - 2018 ¢
guduvssinuaeuauaudellnaamzinuveninvioniisrluussna Tagluszozusn &
Wesidusvesinvieulewinmnituasaduiululuusas Tiadvegfisswing 80% vessuau
dnvieafisionun uilul aa. 2008 Wuduan dadfvesdiutnveadsansluussme

wnnIinvieng I sIRLaziinawInTwsess audsd A.a. 2018 (Dolma, 2019)

Percentage of Foreign Tourist Arrival

(Table 1.1)

Years | Foreigners | Total %of 300000
tourists Foreigners
1982 12786 14286 90 = 250000
1983 | 12833 12933 99 200000
1984 11785 12300 9
1985 | 12245 18911 65 150000 ——foreign tourist
1986 | 12825 e 2" 100000 == (lomestic tourist
1987 13688 17802 77
1988 | 16256 24864 64 50000 1
1989 16079 22748 74 04
1990 | 06342 06738 94
1991 08014 09055 89 1380 2000 2020
1992 13580 16018 85
Source: Department of Tourism Leh Source:Department of Tourism,Leh

(nwad®: Dolma 2019)
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Chart #04: Tourist arrivals in Leh
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Source: Tourism Department, Leh; Deloitte analysis

(nwadis: Deloitte 2017)
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