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POWER IN THE MIDDLE EAST. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. CHOOKIAT
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The purpose of this research paperis to study about potential factors
which motivate the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to enhance its' capabilities in
various aspects of its' foreign policy. The study consults with the three-level
analytical  concept which  focuses  on individual  decisionmaker, domestic
and international system. The study finds that individual decisionmaker is the most
influential factor in UAE's foreign policy process, especially Mohammed bin Zayed
al-Nahyan, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi who has increased his influence in UAE's
foreign policy process since 2000s. His influence has brought major change to UAE's
foreign policy from being neutral in keeping good relations with other countries to
maximize its' capabilities in various aspects such as diplomacy, economy,
technology, renewable energy and military, in order to ensure its' security amidst

the dynamics of change in the international system.
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