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The study shows that the roles and duties of associate judge in Intellectual
Property and International Trade Court achieve only parts of the aims anticipated by the
law; namely providing more effectiveness, fair and just trial for cases which need special
technical knowledge. Assigning an associate judge in every case does not work in
practice because there are many cases that possess no technical or complicated issues
for the associate judge to consider. Associate judges are thus redundant in these cases.
The selection of more associate judges is one of the worrying factors. There are
problems concerning impartiality of the associate judge and how the code of ethics can
be enforced on them.

This dissertation proposes an amendment of section 19 of the Act for
Establishment of and Procedure for Intellectual Property and International Trade Court
B.E.2539 to be more flexible by assigning only two judges as the quorum of all ordinary
cases. Only cases with complicated issues concerning technical knowledge or issues
that should be considered by associate judge will be considered by the quorum of two
judges and one associate'judge. The dissertation also suggests to abolish the need for
associate judge when the defendant pleads guilty, define more clearly the qualification
of associate judge in section 15(4), and that the assignments of cases to an associate
judge must be done carefully, taking into. consideration conflict of interests in each case.

Strict enforcement of Code of Conduct for associate judge should also be considered.
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