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# # 6280134824 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD: Transgender Industry, Sex Reassicnment Surgery, Sex Reassignment
Surgery Agency, Thailand
Hataipat Tantirungarun : The Construction of Thailand as a Destination for Sex

Reassignment Surgery. Advisor: Dr. BHANUBHATRA JITTIANG

This study examines the growth of the sex reassignment surgery industry
inThailand, focusing on the analysis of the relationships between state, market, and
society—with a specific focus on the role of the Thai government, medical facilities, and
sex reassignment surgery agency, and Thai and Foreign transgenders. It alsoexplores how
the growth of such an industry leads Thailand to become a destinationfor sex
reassignment surgery for foreign LGBTQ+ people. This study found that the growth of
the sex reassigcnment surgery industry was attributed to the role of the prostitution
industry in the past and globalization, which led to the development ofsex reassiecnment
surgery technologies and medical techniques that respond to the need of LGBTQ+
people entering prostitution and sexual entertainment. Besides, the sex reassignment
surgery agency also plays a key role in the flourishing of the sex reassignment surgery
industry by helping attract customers to medical facilities with Thailand’s medical hub
policies providing an easier travel pathway into Thailand. This co-creation of Thailand of
the sex reassisnment surgery industry makes Thailand becomes known as a destination
for sex reassignment surgery, incentivizing more customers to come to Thailand.
However, its position as adestination for sex reassignment surgery overshadows the fact
that Thailand hasnot made progress in terms of LGBTQ+ rights and access to sex

reassignmentsurgery for some Thai LGBTQ+ people.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......ccccovveerrienenne.

Academic Year: 2022 Advisor's Signature ........cceoveveeereenn.
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